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Changing of the Lion... 
 
Thank you to Lion John Arvidson for his commitment over the years as the editor of the 
newsletter.  This will be my first attempt at it and I can already say for certain that this is no 
small task; thinking of and writing something interesting, collecting input and pictures, as well 
as teaching myself things about websites-something I have managed to avoid all  my  life (Yes 
I know- only 25 years).  I think Lakeville will be a much safer place now that Lion John can 
focus his attentions back to enforcing the law without being distracted by errors in grammar. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for recently welcoming me to the club.  I have had a great time 
helping the community alongside all the Johns and Larrys and the non-Johns and non-Larrys.  
To see so many people determined to make a positive difference in the world has been 
refreshing.  I  look forward to another exceptional year of surpassing previous goals and 
expectations. 
 
Lastly, I want to speak briefly on my goals and purposes of the newsletter.  The number one 
purpose is to inform membership of goings on and upcoming events they can participate in.  As 
a volunteer organization participation is our priority concern.  The second purpose is to help 
foster growth and recognition of our club.  My intention is to write stories with enough quality 
and timeliness so that we can get published in local papers.  Lastly, the newsletter should 
entertain.  You may not enjoy or appreciate all of the jokes I make but I will probably say them 
anyway. 
 
I hope you enjoy the newsletter as it changes and evolves.   Here's to a Happy New year and 
clearance discounts. 
 

 
Lakeville Lion's President Pat on 2009... 

 
  New Year’s is a traditional time for reflection on the events of the year just ending and for 
making resolutions for the new year just beginning. 
     2009 was a good year for our Lions Club.  Looking back at a few of our highlights we see 
that: 

·  Our pancake breakfast was more successful than the previous year. 
·  Kati Kranz, the candidate we sponsored, was chosen Miss Lakeville. 
·  Beer Brats and Bingo was more successful than ever. 
·  Armful-of-Love helped more families than last year and more than we anticipated 

helping this year. 
·  Our food-hamper program (new for this year) served more families than we ever 

expected. 
·  Our work with the Salvation Army made a difference to many families. 
·  Donations are generally keeping up with opportunities despite the economy. 
·  Our club has gained several high quality members. 
·  We had fun doing all this. 
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     Looking ahead, we will have some significant challenges if we resolve to make 2010 as 

good as or better than 2009.  I think we  are up to the challenge.  And there will undoubtedly be 
some new “moments” along the way. 

      
   --President Patrick Moynihan 

 
 

Top 10 Resolutions Already Broken by Lakeville Lion's 
Club Membership 

 
At the time of publishing of this newsletter (1/11/10) these are the top ten most common  
resolution's that Lakeville Lion's Club newsletter staff suspect our members have been unable 
to keep. 
 

10. Retire- Our members have an inability to stop working. 
 

9. Go for a walk everyday- Have you been outside recently?  No way. 
 

8. Pay past membership dues- I know I haven't. 
 

7. Change their name to Larry or John to fit in better- Doesn't seem worth it. 
 

6. Visit Lion Don at his nursery- a worthy goal but you risk having to buy a tree or 
something. 

 
5. Submit a story about your “moment” to the newsletter- Lion Pat is the only one so far. 

 
4. Join a gym- Is that what they call that new big building?  A gym? 

 
3. Quit forgetting birthdays- I've already forgot one and my memory is pretty good. 

 
2. Learn to use a computer- Newsletter staff provide weekly lessons at $50/hour 

 
and the number one failed resolution is....   
 

1. Quit eating pie.  No one in the Lakeville Lions is capable of this lofty goal. 
 
 

Santa Claus is Real! 
 
Lion Dave submitted this story and picture to the newsletter about a moment he had 
during the holiday season.  This story will change the way you think about the “story” 
of Santa Claus. 
 
This is really more of a Christmas Angel story, which is something we all need to hear 
more of and one which I was richly blessed to be a part of. 
 
A week before Christmas Eve I received a call from a close friend of mine, Wayne 
Tonsager of Lakeville.  Wayne asked if I could assist him in delivering a gift of 
several brand new bicycles for needy children for Christmas gifts, the number he had 
in mind was 20 of them!  The reason he called me was because he knew I had 
connection with Sharing and Caring Hands, Mary Jo Copeland, through my church. 
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I was able to speak directly to Mary Jo and told her that Wayne would bring 7 bicycles in his pick-up, and give 
her a check to make up the dollar difference for 20 bikes!  They do not normally accept bicycles because of the 
storage problem, but since they were for Christmas gifts for “her kids” she was delighted to accept the 
generous donation.  She asked me if we could do this on Monday, as she would be on the premises all day, and 
wanted to personally thank Wayne and give him a hug (I got one as well!).   

 
After giving Ms. Copeland the check, Wayne asked her what her greatest needs were and she told us that twin 
and bunk beds for some of her apartments for single moms with children were a great need.  I have a hunch 
that Wayne will soon be doing some bed shopping! 
 
We Lakeville Lions have experiences many occasions when we have been blessed to be the hands and feet and 
especially the hearts of Jesus, but wanted to share this very special story about a very special Christmas Angel 
in our community.  Although his heart is heavy laden with concern for his gravely ill wife, and he has been 
suffering with chronic back pain for two years even after two major surgeries, that heart is still able to pass on 
the love and grace of our Lord to those less fortunate than us.  Thank be to God!    -Lion Dave 

 
Upcoming News and Events 
 
 
January 1st- Lion President Pat's first grandchild was born.  IT'S a GIRL!   All 
our congratulations to him and the ease of remembering this birth date! 

 
January 11th- General Meeting 

 
January 18th- Martin Luther King Day 
 



Although at first look this day does not have much significance to our organization but this was a man who was dedicated 
to serving others.  Below is a quote from Martin Luther King Jr. which I thought was particularly relevant to our 
organization. 
 
“A man can't ride your back unless it's bent” -MLK, Jr. 
 
 

January 25th- General Meeting 
 
 

February 7th- VIKING'S SUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
 
 

   Maybe just a dream but flawed optimism is a lot better way to go about  your 
business than negativity.  Who's going to step up and host the  party at 
their house?? SKOL VIKINGS!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
February 15th- President's Day 

 
Do we have to celebrate them all? Or can we pick and choose?  I mean, what did 
this guy ever do? 
 

February 16th- Bloodmobile 
 
I encourage all to participate although 10% of us probably won't be: 
 
http://www.futurescience.com/needles.html  
 
 

February 18th- 5 Club Meeting 
 
Apparently, there will be a fruit cake exchange.  I'm new to the club and all but I'm a tad skeptical 
about this.  Lion Pat says to beware of “gifts.” 
 
 
Stay connected 
Our Club Newsletter: http://www.lakeville-lions.org 
5M6 Governor’s Newsletter: http://www.lions5M6.org 
Multiple District 5M Newsletter: http://www.lionsmd5m.org 
Lions International: http://www.lionsclubs.org 
 
Lion President Pat Moynihan: PJMoynihan@msn.com  
Home (952) 469-3897 Cell (952) 797-3302 
 

General meetings begin at 6:30 PM 



Board meetings begin at 7:00 PM 
All meetings are at the VFW unless otherwise noted 

 

All comments, articles, and photos should be forwarded to Lion Matt Little  If you have articles or information for upcoming 
news letters please forward them to matt.m.little@gmail.com  no later than 7 days before the 1st of each month.  


